
ENFIELD & DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT to 97th AGM  

Tuesday 12th January 2021 at 7.30pm 
Virtual “Zoom” Meeting 

I would like to wish you all a Happy New Year and welcome you to the 
Association’s 97th AGM which is being held via “zoom” because of this 
dreadful Covid pandemic which has restricted us from meeting up in person. I 
hope you and your families have stayed safe and continue to do so. 

Because of Covid it has been a very difficult year to organise events, but 
despite this, we have still managed to somewhat carry out in part a beginners’ 
course, initially at The Bourne and latterly by “zoom”, which has enabled us to 
maintain some contact with our beginners. 

Also although our winter meetings have not been able to go ahead at Capel 
Manor, there again “zoom” has come to the rescue. These virtual meetings 
have been very successful in their way, and those that have joined have had a 
good time and a friendly lively chat. However they have not been very well 
attended by the members as a whole and we would like to know why. A lot of 
work goes into preparing these meetings, so please join them if you are able 
as they are fun and informative and we want to remain in contact with 
everyone. 

We have a very dedicated committee who have worked so hard for you to 
keep things going despite Covid, please make it all worthwhile for them as 
well as yourselves, we all want to keep this Association together in these 
difficult times. 

Membership numbers stand similar to last year at 68, plus we have 12 
awaiting a beginners’ course. 

Although we haven’t been able to fully open the trading hut, Ron Beckwith has 
kindly been supplying neopol, apiguard and other treatments and limited 
stores via Sunday trading hut collections, a big thank you to Ron. 

Our website has been improved and up-dated thanks to Mark Nolan and 
Barbara Nagy; please log in and use it to see all the latest information and 
news. 

Although it is not possible to loan out our library books at present, the library  
is in the capable hands of James Waterton. 

Our Association’s training apiary at The Bourne is still looking good and the 
bees are doing well thanks to the splendid work of Panos and his helpers. 
Routine maintenance work has been carried out at our Chacelands site, but 
unfortunately at Frog’s Bottom the bees have had to be removed because 
they were becoming too aggressive. Fortunately a new site has been found 
for them. We are always looking for volunteers to carry out routine 
maintenance on our sites, so when asked, please come forward. 
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We would have normally raised money for our charity at our Christmas social 
which physically didn’t happen, so this year the Committee have agreed to 
give £50 to BBKA research out of our Association funds. 

Unfortunately due to Covid there were no exams held or any trophies 
awarded or presented last year. All have been held in abeyance until things 
can return to normal. Similarly we have not been able to hold many of our 
usual working parties, practical sessions, training workshops or study groups. 
Let us hope that we can get these moving later on in the year as things 
improve. Middlesex Federation Day and the AGM have been postponed until 
further notice. 

Sadly our Honey Show and also the National Honey Show were not able to go 
ahead as well. All we can hope for is that things get much better on that front 
and we are all able to enter and exhibit this year. 

We now have an active Asian hornet team, and luckily no hornets have been 
found in our area so far. Can we please encourage you all to get the Asian 
Hornet app. to put on your mobile phone so that you are ready to go if you 
spot one.  

On another front, there are very worrying levels of EFB and AFB in our area , 
so we must all be vigilant and look for the tell-tale signs. 

Our events have included a fish and chip supper and video, managing bee 
health in spring, a talk on making honey beer by Pat Turner and a Christmas 
social on zoom, which included a treasure hunt and charades (thanks to 
Carole Finlay and Mary Hunter for arranging those). We were able to have fun 
and a chat over our own food and drink and we didn’t have to drive home. 

This year, all being well and covid permitting, we are looking forward to - 

• a video link talk on an approach to beekeeping by Roger Patterson; 

• a panel discussion including questions and answers on getting ready for 
spring; 

• honey show trophy presentations and honey tasting 

• cooking with honey; 

• our Christmas social, where hopefully “thwack the rat” will make his return; 
and 

• providing demonstrations, practical sessions and beginners and improvers 
courses. 

We want you to get the most out of our Association, so if you have any needs 
or ideas please let us know, your feedback is invaluable. A list of information 
and our programme for 2021 can be found on our website. Our subs and all 
equipment hire charges will remain the same as last year. 

The following reports can also be found on our website -  

Treasurer’s (Stuart Hughes), Honey Show (Carole Finlay), Trading Hut (Ron 
Beckwith), Association Apiary Sites (Panos Karamani and Mary Hunter) and 
Chairman’s (Duncan Fraser). 
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Tonight we will be asking you all to vote on line on whether to - 

• re-elect the committee en bloc for the year - 

Peter Burling (President); Mary Hunter (Secretary); Duncan Fraser 
(Chairman); Ron Beckwith (Trading Secretary); Stuart Hughes (Treasurer); 
Carole Finlay (Show Secretary); Ron Hunter (Swarm Co-ordinator); Panos 
Karamani (Apiary Manager); Barbara Nagy (Programme and Website Co-
ordinator); and Christine Aspin (Equipment Hire Co-ordinator); and 

• accept the accounts. 

I would like to join with you in thanking all the members of the Committee who 
have all put in such a dedicated amount of time to keep our Association 
running so smoothly and successfully, with Mary Hunter steering us through 
this very difficult passage of time. 

Notwithstanding Covid and an appearance of the Asian Hornet in Enfield, let 
us all look forward to a return to some sort of normality soon and a successful 
beekeeping year. 

Duncan Fraser 
12th January 2021 
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